
Civics for 
Drainage
Local Governments Role in Drainage Projects



BIO INFORMATION
• Elected Wells County Surveyor (2005-Current)
• President and Legislative Liaison for Indiana 

County Surveyors Association
• AAS Drafting and CAD (Lincoln Tech, 1994)
• Owned Hahn Farm Drainage (1994-2012)
• Land Surveying Certificate (Purdue NW, 2017)
• BA Construction Engineering Technology (Purdue 

FW, 20??)
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High School Civics

• 3 Branches of Government (executive, 
judicial, legislative)

• Executive orders, supreme court 
decisions

• Local government loosely based on 
“King’s law” from England, however 
locals are elected instead of 
appointed.

• Agencies are tasked with making rules 
to administer laws

• Some Federal laws are passed to 
state, and state laws are passed to 
local government



A Visual 
Representation



RALPH F'.   GATES 

:m :    ? 

OJ  $ 

r-- =--- 

 
     

GOVERNOR DRAINAGE LAWS  OF  INDIANA 
SHOWING ESTABLISHMENT AND  MAINTENANCE 

Or  LEGAL  DRAINS 
 

MA.JOR REPAIR  NEW  CONSTRUCTION 
THE:  fOLLOWING  MAY   PETIT I 0    FOR 

JO  REP I OF    AN    ALRUD¥ 
ESTABLISH(  DRAIN 

 
TOW  SH I     TRUSTHS  OESIRI C   TO 
O AIG OU DS         OF  A    PUBliC   SCHOOL 

(ACTS  ·-5-Ch.2 1-Sec.4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.tll RE ONSTRANCU TO  APPOifTION- 
IIENT  AND   ASSESSMENTS  VE IFIEO 
A O   IN   ""'rt  :US-Ch. 21-l>ee.l0) 

 
 

SURYHOR  AMEMDS·APPORTIOHMENT 
AND   ASSE    f 45-C .22l--$11C.10) 

 
ANTON  HULMAN  .JR. 

CHAIRMAN 
TIRRE HAUTE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PETITIONERSPJ.YULCOSTSWHEN 
PROCEEDINGS  A E  OIS ISSED UNDER 
REASONS J! T Ql :  i,.' ;n,-Seo:.: 1,) 

 
REMONSTRUT  AYS COSTS  WHEN  E 
LOSESFORAHYROASONSORIFHIS 
A SESSMENTS  ARE NOT  CHUGEO  10, 

MORE i 
 

$URVEYCI-R  P YS   OUT   OF  TC      FUHD 

IN ALL C  ;!i;h.m-Se<:.l') 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPAIR Or   OPEN DRAINS  BY  ALLOTMENT 
r= == 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMISSION 
HI NKLE.   C.  HAYS 

M  E  M    B   E    R   S. 
HE:R.:SCHEL D.   NEW.SOM     CARL  E.    VOGE:LGE3ANG 

R ic'" -ce .i ! ER 
MARION 

THOMASAU 'o RTNALL 

LOUIE H. DUNTEN 
F'Oin'  WAVNE 

SULLIVAN 

RICHARD C. HECK 
MADISON 

NELSON  E.  KELLEY 
MT.  VERNON 

COLUMBUS INDIANAPOLIS 
B.A. POOLE  RALPH  B. WILEY 
INDIANAPOLI.S LAF'AYETTI!. 

RICHARD S. ROBERTSON 
EWING 

EWING   EM I SON 
VINC:Ii:NN.I!:$ 

ASHER  W.   GRAY 
WABASH 

THOMAS G. MACKENZIE  EUGE:NE C.  .SHIREMAN 
 

JOHN C. MELLETT ANSON $.  THOMAS 
INDIANAPOLIS INDIANAPOL.Ia 

DAVID H. HARKEFI: 
CHIIP'   I:NGINCER & 
ACTING  S£CRI!.TARV 

CENTERTON 

ACKNOWLEDGI!.MI!NT IS MADE.  TO   DON 
HI!ATON,  U.&..D.A, S01L C.ONSI!RVATION 
SEFIVICI:,  AND   TO   A.Hj!:R W. GRAY•   WA...... 
OOUNTY  SIJRYrfOR, FOR  THEIR   MaiSTANCE 
IN   THI:   PRIEPARATION  OP' THIS   CHA.RT. 

 
INDIANA  FLOOD CONTROL  AND WATER RESOURCES  COMMISSION 

INOIANAPOL.IS,  INDIANA OCTOBER  I, 1g4a 






CHART  Or  PROCEDURE

 (
RALPH
 
F'.  
 
GATES
)GOVERNOR	DRAINAGE	LAWS  OF  INDIANA

SHOWING ESTABLISHMENT AND  MAINTENANCE

Or  LEGAL  DRAINS



MA.JOR REPAIR 	NEW  CONSTRUCTION

THE:  fOLLOWING  MAY   PETIT I 0    FOR JO  REP I OF    AN    ALRUD¥

ESTABLISH(  DRAIN



TOW  SH I     TRUSTHS  OESIRI C   TO O AIG OU DS         OF  A    PUBliC   SCHOOL (ACTS  ·-5-Ch.2 1-Sec.4)



































.tll RE ONSTRANCU TO  APPOifTION

IIENT  AND   ASSESSMENTS  VE IFIEO

A O   IN   ""'rt  :US-Ch. 21-l>ee.l0)





SURYHOR  AMEMDS·APPORTIOHMENT

AND   ASSE    f 45-C .22l--$11C.10)




ANTON  HULMAN  .JR.

CHAIRMAN

TIRRE HAUTE















PETITIONERSPJ.YULCOSTSWHEN PROCEEDINGS  A E  OIS ISSED UNDER

REASONS J! T Ql :  i,.' ;n,-Seo:.: 1,)



 (
:m
:    ?
)REMONSTRUT  AYS COSTS  WHEN  E LOSESFORAHYROASONSORIFHIS A SESSMENTS  ARE NOT  CHUGEO  10,

MORE	i



 (
OJ 
 
$
)$URVEYCI-R  P YS   OUT   OF  TC      FUHD IN ALL	C  ;!i;h.m-Se<:.l')































 (
r-- =---
)REPAIR Or   OPEN DRAINS  BY  ALLOTMENT

r=	==



















COMMISSION

HI NKLE.   C.  HAYS


M  E  M    B   E    R   S.

HE:R.:SCHEL D.   NEW.SOM     CARL  E.    VOGE:LGE3ANG



R ic'" -ce .i ! ER

MARION

THOMASAU 'o RTNALL

LOUIE H. DUNTEN

F'Oin'  WAVNE


SULLIVAN

RICHARD C. HECK

MADISON

NELSON  E.  KELLEY

MT.  VERNON


COLUMBUS	INDIANAPOLIS

B.A. POOLE 	RALPH  B. WILEY

INDIANAPOLI.S	LAF'AYETTI!.

RICHARD S. ROBERTSON

EWING



EWING   EM I SON

VINC:Ii:NN.I!:$

ASHER  W.   GRAY

WABASH


THOMAS G. MACKENZIE 	EUGE:NE C.  .SHIREMAN



JOHN C. MELLETT	ANSON $.  THOMAS

INDIANAPOLIS	INDIANAPOL.Ia


DAVID H. HARKEFI: CHIIP'   I:NGINCER & ACTING  S£CRI!.TARV CENTERTON


ACKNOWLEDGI!.MI!NT IS MADE.  TO   DON HI!ATON,  U.&..D.A, S01L C.ONSI!RVATION SEFIVICI:,  AND   TO   A.Hj!:R W. GRAY•   WA...... OOUNTY  SIJRYrfOR, FOR  THEIR   MaiSTANCE IN   THI:   PRIEPARATION  OP' THIS   CHA.RT.





INDIANA  FLOOD CONTROL  AND WATER RESOURCES  COMMISSION

INOIANAPOL.IS,  INDIANA	OCTOBER  I, 1g4a

image1.png



image2.png



image3.png



image4.png



image5.png



image6.png





What, Who, 
and Why does 
Drainage 
Board and 
Surveyor have 
Jurisdiction of

• County Regulated Drains (court ditches, 
legal drains, petition ditches…….)

• In limited Circumstances, Private and 
Mutual Drains

• County Surveyor is the “Technical 
Authority”

• Drainage Board acts in both a “judicial” 
and “executive” capacity

• “drain would be of a public utility”



County Surveyor

• Elected to a 4-year term (no term limits)
• Technical Authority (just the facts)
• May have Qualified deputy that is a PS, 

PE
• Is a project feasible, how much will it 

cost, who drains into the watershed, what 
are the design standards used?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://positek.net/fax-services/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


County Drainage Board

• 3 or 5 member board
• At least 1 member shall be a county 

commissioner
• Acts in a judicial fashion for hearings
• Acts in an executive fashion for bids, 

contracts, ect.



What Local 
Government 
“Regulates”
• Maintenance
• Encroachments
• Finances
• Connections
• Obstructions
• Crossings
• (Getting approval from local agency 

does not eliminate need for higher 
level permitting)
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